
Please Support Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Actions to 

Restore River Herring Populations! 

 

 
June 23, 2009 

 
 

VIA U.S. MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

The Honorable Gary Locke, Secretary of Commerce 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20230  

 

RE: Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission support for Emergency Action in New 

England and additional resources to quantify bycatch of river herring 
 

Dear Secretary Locke: 

 

We write representing recreational and commercial fishing organizations, environmental and 

conservation-oriented organizations, fly fishing groups, marine science groups, scientists, 

outdoor enthusiasts, wildlife conservation groups, and faith-based organizations.   

 

On May 6
th

 the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC) Shad and River 

Herring Management Board overwhelmingly approved Amendment 2 to the Interstate Fisheries 

Management Plan for Shad and River Herring, demonstrating their grave concern for river 

herring stocks by agreeing to close all directed in-river fisheries by 2012 unless proven 

sustainable. The Commissioners also called on the New England and Mid-Atlantic Fishery 

Management Councils to demonstrate greater cooperation in monitoring river herring bycatch 

(both alewife and blueback herring) and develop measures to mitigate its impact.   The 

ASMFC, recognizing its limited ability to address river herring bycatch, which predominantly 

occurs in federal waters outside the commission’s jurisdiction, also asked the Secretary of 

Commerce to take Emergency Action with regard to implementation of river herring bycatch 

monitoring measures now being discussed by the New England Fishery Management Council 

(NEFMC).   

 

We urge you to move swiftly on the ASMFC’s request for Emergency Action in federal 

waters and to explore all resources and options available to assess and minimize river 

herring bycatch.   
 

In your capacity as Secretary of Commerce, we believe you have considerable discretion and 

latitude to address river herring bycatch.  Options under consideration by the NEFMC include: 

imposing seasonal gear restricted areas for bycatch hotspots; mandatory bycatch reporting; 

increasing observer coverage; increased dockside sampling, and prohibiting the dumping of 



catch at sea.   The NEFMC has also expressed the need to work cooperatively with the Mid-

Atlantic Fishery Management Council due to the overlap between New England and Mid-

Atlantic small mesh fisheries.  In addition, bycatch caps have been recommended for 

commercial fisheries that consistently capture river herring. 

 

Answering ASMFC’s call for action will require additional resources to monitor and quantify 

river herring bycatch in New England and Mid-Atlantic waters.  One factor that has 

significantly hindered an accurate river herring stock assessment is the limited data available for 

quantifying river herring mortality in ocean fisheries.  For example, there were only 48 

observed trips out of 1065 trips for mackerel vessels between 2004 and 2008.   While observer 

coverage is projected to significantly increase in 2010 for Atlantic herring vessels, equal 

attention is required for other small mesh fisheries operating in New England and the Mid-

Atlantic. Coverage levels in both regions must be increased to levels that allow for reliable 

estimation of river herring bycatch for use in the current river herring stock assessment 

scheduled to be complete in 2012. 

 

A recent study conducted by Maine Department of Fisheries – using the National Marine 

Fisheries Service Observer database and portside sampling – estimated that in 2007, there were 

1.7 million pounds of river herring bycatch in the Atlantic herring fishery.  An additional 1 

million pounds of annual bycatch is estimated for other small mesh fisheries (e.g., whiting, 

Atlantic mackerel, and squid) operating in New England and the Mid-Atlantic.  Since observer 

coverage in small mesh fisheries is far below levels required for accurate data extrapolation, this 

estimate may be conservative, and bycatch may be far greater. 

 

Thank you for considering our recommendations for measures to address river herring bycatch - 

measures that are long overdue.  We recognize and appreciate the limited resources that are 

available to the federal government under our current difficult economic circumstances.  

However, it is our belief that time is not on the side of river herring.  Large bycatch episodes 

have the potential to wipe out an entire spawning run of river herring.  We believe deploying 

more observers in the small mesh fisheries and implementing bycatch reduction measures that 

will protect river herring populations at sea where they spend most of their lives are essential to 

preventing further declines in river herring stocks. 

 

Emergency Action should be implemented as soon as possible and prior to this year’s 

emigrations of river herring from river systems out to ocean waters. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 
 



 

William W. Rossiter, President 

Cetacean Society International 

Georgetown, CT 

 

Margaret Miner, Executive Director 

Rivers Alliance of Connecticut 

Litchfield, CT 

 

Herbert R. Gram, RiverKeeper 

Citizens for a Clean Hammonasset River 

Madison, CT 

 

Andrew Butler, President 

Farmington River Anglers Association 

New Hartford, CT 

 

Kierran Broatch, Volunteer & Outreach Associate 

Save the Sound, a program of Connecticut Fund for the 

Environment 

New Haven, CT 

 

Eileen Fielding, Executive Director 

Farmington River Watershed Association 

Simsbury, CT 

 

Bill McWha, President 

Delaware River Shad Fishermen's Association 

Suffield, CT 

 

Sara N. da Silva, President 

Norwalk River Watershed Association 

Norwalk, CT 

 

Gary Wockner, Ph.D,  

Save The Poudre Coalition 

Fort Collins, CO 

 

Bruce Stedman, Executive Director 

Marine Fish Conservation Network 

Washington, DC 

 

Michael Gravitz, Oceans Advocate 

Environment America 

Washington, DC 

 

John Hocevar, Oceans Campaign Director 

Greenpeace USA 

Washington, DC 

 

Mark Martell, Conservation Chair 

Delaware Audubon 

Wilmington, DE 

 

John McMinn, President 

Delaware State Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

Newark, DE 

 



Alan Muller, Executive Director 

Green Delaware 

Port Penn, DE 

 

Jennette Gayer, Policy Advocate 

Environment Georgia 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Deborah Scott, President 

Gold Rush Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

Dahlonega, GA 

 

Ralph Artigliere, President 

Blue Ridge Mountain Trout Unlimited 

Blue Ridge, GA 

 

Cheryl Slavant, Riverkeeper 

Ouachita Riverkeeper 

Monroe, LA 

 

Mike Bousaleh, Captain 

Ave Maria Charters 

Quincy, MA 

 

Alan Hastbacha, Captain 

Got Stryper? Fishing Charters 

Chatham, MA 

 

Wendy Bowles, Vice President 

Massachusetts Beach Buggy Association 

Lakeville, MA 

 

Gay Gillespie, Executive Director 

Westport River Watershed Alliance 

West Port, MA 

 

Susan Nickerson, Executive Director 

Nantucket Soundkeeper 

North Chatham, MA 

 

Peter Phippen, Coastal Coordinator 

Eight Towns and the Bay Committee 

North Shore, MA 

 

Jane Calvin, Executive Director 

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust, Inc. 

Lowell, MA 

 

Pine DuBois, Executive Director 

Jones River Watershed Association 

Kingston, MA 

 

Rob Moir, Ph.D., Director 

Ocean River Institute 

Cambridge, MA 

 



Glenn Wattley, President and CEO 

Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound 

Hyannis, MA 

 

John D. Crawford, PhD, Project Manager  

Campaign to End Overfishing in New England 

Pew Environment Group 

Boston, MA 

 

Ben Wright, State Advocate 

Environment Massachusetts 

Boston, MA 

 

Lindsey B. Counsell, Executive Director 

Three Bays Preservation, Inc. 

Osterville, MA 

 

Samantha Woods, Executive Director 

North and South Rivers Watershed Association 

Norwell, MA 

 

Amanda L. Davis, Executive Director 

Organization for the Assabet River 

Concord, MA 

 

Polly Bradley, Co-Founder 

Safer Waters in Massachusetts (Nahant SWIM, Inc) 

East Point, MA 

 

Ian Cooke, Executive Director 

Neponset River Watershed Association 

Canton, MA 

 

Chelsea Gwyther, Executive Director 

Connecticut River Watershed Council 

Greenfield, MA 

 

Warren Doty, Board of Directors 

Martha's Vineyard Duke County Fishermen's 

Association 

Dukes County, MA 

 

Tim Gray, Housatonic Riverkeeper 

Housatonic River Initiative/Housatonic Riverkeeper 

Lee, MA 

 

Tom Rudolph, Herring Campaign Operations Director 

Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen's Association 

North Chatham, MA 

 

Bill Prodhouz, President 

Massachusetts Striped Bass Association 

Braintree, MA 

 

Captain Patrick Paquette  

www.HonestByCatch.com 

Hyannis, MA 

 



Sophia Mak, Curriculum Director 

Art on Purpose 

Baltimore, MD 

 

David Flores, Environmental Restoration Manager 

Jones Falls Watershed Association 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Jim Chambers, President & Owner 

Prime Seafood, LLC 

Kensington, MD 

 

Norris McDonald, President 

Center for Environment, Commerce & Energy 

Ft. Washington, MD 

 

Neal Fitzpatrick, Executive Director 

Audubon Naturalist Society 

Chevy Chase, MD 

 

Paulette Hammond, President 

Maryland Conservation Council 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Jim Long, Coordinator 

Mattawoman Watershed Society 

Bryans Road, MD 

 

Bonnie Bick, President 

Chapman Forest Foundation 

Bryans Road, MD 

 

Bob Lukinic, President 

Southern Maryland Audubon 

Bryans Road, MD 

 

Chris Trumbauer, West/Rhode RIVERKEEPER 

West/Rhode RIVERKEEPER 

Shady Side, MD 

 

James F. Connolly, Executive Director 

Anacostia Watershed Society 

Bladensburg, MD 

 

Ned Gerber, Habitat Ecologist 

Chesapeake Wildlife Heritage 

Easton, MD 

 

Fred Tutman, Patuxent Riverkeeper and CEO 

Patuxent Riverkeeper 

Upper Marlboro, MD 

 

Dave Smith, Executive Director 

Maryland Saltwater Sportfishermen's Association 

Pasadena, MD 

 



Sean Mahoney, Vice President and Director 

Conservation Law Foundation - Maine Advocacy 

Center 

Portland, ME 

 

David R Wilkins, Bremen (ME) Fish Agent 

Muscongus Pond Association President/Lloyd S. Davis 

Anadromous Fish Trust 

Bremen, ME 

 

R.P. VanGytenbeek, CEO 

Federation of Fly Fishers 

Livingston, MT 

 

Dean Naujoks, Riverkeeper 

Yadkin Riverkeeper 

Winston Salem, NC 

 

Larry Baldwin, Lower Neuse Riverkeeper 

Neuse River Foundation 

New Bern, NC 

 

Alissa Bierma, Upper Neuse Riverkeeper 

Neuse River Foundation 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Arthur Noyes, Treasurer 

Cape Lookout Mobile Sportfishermen 

Atlantic, NC 

 

Brian Cowden, Musconetcong Home Rivers Initiative 

Coordinator 

New Jersey Trout Unlimited - Northern NJ Chapter 

Flanders, NJ 

 

Robin L. Dougherty, Executive Director 

Greater Newark Conservancy 

Newark, NJ 

 

John Weber, Northeast Regional Manager 

Surfrider Foundation 

Bradley Beach, NJ 

 

Hugh M. Carola, Land Trust Director 

The Fyke Nature Association 

Ramsey, NJ 

 

Capt. Bill Sheehan, Riverkeeper & Executive Director 

Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc. 

Hackensack, NJ 

 

Kenneth R. Johanson, Chair 

New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club 

Trenton, NJ 

 

Doug O'Malley, Field Director 

Environment New Jersey 

Trenton, NJ 

 



Fred Akers, River Administrator 

Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association 

Newtonville, NJ 

 

Jimmy Donofrio, Executive Director 

Recreational Fishing Alliance 

Galloway, NJ 

 

Bill Heath, President 

Freeport Hudson Anglers 

Freeport, NY 

 

Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph.D., President 

Coastal Research and Education Society of Long 

Island 

Oakdale, NY 

 

Richard DeMarte, Junior Fishing Pro and President 

www.NYCTFishing.com 

White Plains, NY 

 

Joe DeMarte, Vice President 

www.NYCTFishing.com 

White Plains, NY 

 

Karin E. Limburg, Associate Professor 

SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 

Syracuse, NY 

 

Patricia Aitken, Acting Director 

Friends of the Bay 

Oyster Bay, NY 

 

Alex Matthiessen, Hudson Riverkeeper & President 

Riverkeeper, Inc 

Tarrytown, NY 

 

Phillip Musegaas, Hudson River Program Director 

Riverkeeper, Inc 

Tarrytown, NY 

 

Alan Duckworth, Ph.D., Research Scientist 

Blue Ocean Institute 

East Norwich, NY 

 

Bradford H. Sewell, Senior Attorney 

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 

New York, NY 

 

Kevin McAllister, Peconic Baykeeper 

Peconic Baykeeper 

Quogue, NY 

 

Capt. John McMurray, Owner/Operator, One More 

Cast Chaters 

Director of Grant Programs, Norcross Wildlife 

Foundation/Outdoor Writer 

Long Beach, NY 

 



Peter Pabon, President 

Bayside Anglers Group Ltd. 

Bayside, NY 

 

Doris Cadoux, Executive Director 

Oceans Alert 

Hastings on  Hudson, NY 

 

Manna Jo Greene, Environmental Director 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 

Poughkeepsie, NY 

 

Lee Hartman,  

Friends of the Upper Delaware River 

Equinunk, PA 

 

Meredith Chalfant, Executive Director 

Hay Creek Watershed Association 

Geigertown, PA 

 

Joy Bergey, Executive Director 

The Center for the Celebration of Creation 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Michael R Helfrich, Lower Susquehanna 

RIVERKEEPER® 

Susquehanna Riverkeeper 

York, PA 

 

Steve Stroman, Policy Director 

Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future (PennFuture) 

Harrisburg, PA 

 

Joseph Otis Minott, Esq., Executive Director 

Clean Air Council 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Steve Medeiros, President 

Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association 

Coventry, RI 

 

J. Mike King,  

Great Pee Dee River Watchers 

Pamplico, SC 

 

W. H Bristow, Jr., Past President 

Damon Club - 50 Members 

Darlington, SC 

 

Ralph Hughes, President 

Woodstone Hunting & Fishing Club - 65 Members 

Florence, SC 

 

Thomas Hoffmeyer, President 

Pearce Hunting & Fishing Club - 68 Members 

Florence, SC 

 



Charles G. Howard,  

Witherspoon Island Club - 35 Members 

Darlington, SC 

 

Jeff Kelble, Shenandoah Riverkeeper 

Shenandoah Riverkeeper 

Boyce, VA 

 

Robert C. Rosenthal, DVM, Ph.D., Vice President for 

Policy 

Virginia Council, Trout Unlimited 

Fairfax, VA 

 

Ken Hinman, President 

National Coalition for Marine Conservation 

Leesburg, VA 

 

  

 


